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The provisional nature of the latest statistics BE O OEERREE

The figures for 2015/16 are at this stage provisional, covering the twelve
months 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2016, and will be finalised in July 2017
following any necessary adjustments. Based on previous years, the
provisional 2015/16 figure of 144 could increase or decrease by several

deaths when it is finalised — see the Technical Note.

Details of coverage, and scope of these statistics

These statistics cover fatal accidents in workplaces in Great Britain, the
primary determinant of inclusion being RIDDOR (The Reporting of Injuries,
Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations).

Work-related deaths excluded from these statistics are mainly of two types:

(i) fatal diseases; and (ii) fatal accidents on non-rail transport systems.
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I. The asbestos-related cancer mesothelioma is one of the few examples
where deaths due to an occupational disease can be counted directly. There
were 2,615 such deaths in GB in 2014 - see

www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/causdis/mesothelioma/

Deaths from other diseases that can be caused by both occupational and
non-occupational factors - such as most other occupational cancers - usually
have to be estimated rather than counted. Each year around 13,000 deaths
from occupational lung disease and cancer are estimated to have been
caused by past exposure, primarily to chemicals and dusts, at work (this
estimate includes the mesothelioma deaths mentioned above). For more

details see www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/.

II. Fatal accidents involving workers travelling on a public highway (a 'road
traffic accident'). Such incidents are enforced by the police and reported to
the Department for Transport. Likewise fatal accidents involving workers
travelling by air or sea; these incidents are the responsibility of the Air and
Marine Accident Investigation Branches of the Department for Transport,

and reported accordingly. See Technical Note for contact details.

Statistics on deaths occurring within Northern Ireland are the

responsibility of HSENI - www.hseni.gov.uk/ .
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Calculation of fatal injury rates

Changes in the size of the workforce will impact on the number of fatalities
in any one year. Therefore, when making any comparisons such as: a
year-to-year basis; or between one sector or region and another; or between
fatal and non-fatal injuries; it is important to look at the rate of fatal injury
per unit of employee, self-employed or worker, as appropriate. This is
derived from the numerator (the count of fatal injuries) divided by the
denominator (the estimated employment using figures from the Office for
National Statistics).

This is then multiplied by a factor of 100,000. This is a standardised method

as used across all EU states and wider.
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Statistics for workplace fatal injuries — 2015/16 and
previous years

Figures by main industry sector

Tables 1 - 4 below provide the latest provisional information for fatal

injuries in 2015/16, and compare these data with the previous five-year
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