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Technical notes

The provisional nature of the latest statistics

The figures for 2015/16 are at this stage provisional, covering the twelve
month accident date period of 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2016, and will be
finalised in July 2017 following any necessary adjustments. This updating a
year after initial publication, allows for the fact that the investigations of
workplace fatal injuries are often complex and can take considerable time. In
the course of these investigations new facts can emerge to affect judgements
on issues such as whether the accident was work-related or whether the
worker was based at the site of the accident. This can sometimes mean that
initial views regarding the reportability of the accident or the industrial
sector to which it should be assigned can prove to be incorrect.

The delay of a year in finalising the figures allows for such matters to be fully
resolved in the light of formal interviews with all relevant witnesses, forensic
investigation and coroners’ rulings. Also, Regulation 6 of RIDDOR covers
situations where someone dies of their injuries within a year of their
accident.

Based on previous years, the overall change next year from provisional to
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final of the 2015/16 figure of 144 would be expected to increase or decrease by

several deaths. Table 7 summarises these changes for previous years.
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Details of coverage

Fatal injuries included in these statistics are primarily those deemed to be
reportable under RIDDOR (Reporting of Injuries Diseases and Dangerous
Occurrences Regulations 2013). They therefore cover accidents that are
reportable to one of: HSE; the relevant local authority (LA) or the Office of
Rail and Road (ORR). An in-depth account of the scope of RIDDOR legislation

can be found at www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/.

The legal changes in RIDDOR from October 2013 had no impact on the
reporting of deaths, except for suicides on railways — see below. For the vast
majority of such reportable accidents the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act,

1974 is the main legislation applicable.

Since 1 April 2006, enforcement of safety on railways has been the
responsibility of ORR, and they have provided HSE with the relevant figures
since that date. Each year a high proportion of member of the public deaths
on railways are suicides, and up to October 2013 there was a requirement
From 2013 the reporting

under RIDDOR to report such incidents.

requirement was removed, affecting statistics for 2013/14 onwards.
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As from April 2015, figures in this publication no longer include ‘patient and
service user deaths in England for premises registered with Care Quality
Commission (CQC). Previously these statistics were recorded as member of
the public’ deaths in ‘services’. For more information on this change, please
see

http://www.hse.gov.uk/aboutus/howwework/framework/mou/mou-cqc-hse-la.p
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The following are clarifications of the fatal injuries that are generally
included or excluded in these statistics.

This is a generalised view, and each record of a fatal injury is considered on
an individual basis. Although a particular fatal incident may fall outside the
scope of these figures, the relevant health and safety enforcing authority

(HSE, LA, or ORR) may still have an interest.
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Table 7: Differences in 'provisional’ and ‘finalised’ figures

Finalised
figure

Provisional

Year of death fi
igure

Difference

2015/16p 144 - -
2014/15 142 142 0
2013/14 133 136 3
2012113 148 150 2
201112 173 171 -2
2010/11 171 175 4
2009/10 151 147 -4
2008/09 180 179 -1
2007/08 228 233 5
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General inclusions to these figures

B Overall, fatal injuries to those classified as workers (the term
'workers' describes both employees and self-employed combined —
those on a training scheme, or on work experience, are classified here
as employees).

B The self-employed, where they are in control of the work or premises

(although there is no legal requirement to report such accidents as

there is no employer that can be assigned the task of undertaking this
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duty).

B  Workers involved in rail track, or roadside maintenance, and refuse
collection.

B Workers killed as a consequence of physical violence occurring whilst
at work — though there is anecdotal evidence to suggest that
compliance with the reporting requirement within RIDDOR may be
patchy (such deaths are primarily covered by other legislation, and the
police have primacy in the investigation, hence the need to report
under RIDDOR may sometimes be overlooked).

B Members of the public killed as a result of an accident, which has
arisen out of or in connection with work activity, although they are not
'at work' themselves. For example:

—Customers on retail premises;

— Residents in residential care homes;

—Passengers on trains,

—Those fatally injured whilst ‘working’ on an unpaid, voluntary basis

(whilst very few in number) are classified here as members of the public.
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General exclusions to these figures
Fatal injuries excluded from the statistics are mainly those deemed
non-reportable under RIDDOR. The most important exclusions are as

follows:
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Fatal accidents involving workers travelling on a public highway (a
'road traffic accident'). Such incidents are enforced by the police and
reported to the Department for Transport. Those killed whilst
commuting (travelling from home to work, and vice versa) are also

excluded. For road accident statistics, see

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-transport/seri

es/road-accidents-and-safety-statistics

Fatal accidents involving workers travelling by air or sea. These
incidents are the responsibility of the Air Accident Investigation
Branch and Marine Accident Investigation Branch of the Department
for Transport, and reported accordingly.

Fatal injuries at work due to 'matural causes', often heart attacks or
strokes, unless brought on by trauma due to the accident.

Accidents to members of the armed forces.

Suicide (see note above about the recent change to railways-related
incidents)

B Members of the public killed as a consequence of physical violence.

Calculation of fatal injury rates and the source of employment
estimates
Changes in the size of the workforce will impact on the number of fatalities

in any one year. Therefore, when making any comparisons either on a
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year-to-year basis or between one sector and another it is important to
look at the rate of fatal injury per employees, self-employed or workers, as
appropriate. This is derived from the numerator (the count of fatal
injuries) and the denominator (the estimated employment). This is then
multiplied by a factor of 100,000, producing a fatality rate in line with

international standards.

The source of employment data used to construct the injury rates in these
figures (and all HSE statistics published from November 2011) is the
Annual Population Survey (APS). The APS is a comprehensive single data
source that provides HSE with insight into a wide range of working
structures, as well as ensuring that employment data being used for all
rate calculations (fatal and non-fatal injuries) is consistent and therefore

comparable.

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is the provider of the APS data.
The analysis and interpretation of these data are the sole responsibility of

HSE.
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The separate publication of names and details of fatalities on the
HSE website

On a monthly basis HSE publishes an updated list of the collated picture
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of 'as reported' information on fatalities. This includes those incidents
documented in our Chief Executive’s reports. The list does not purport to

be a formal statistical release, and cannot be directly compared with the
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All official statistics should comply with the Code of Practice for Official
Statistics. They are awarded National Statistics status following an
assessment by the Authority’s regulatory arm. The Authority considers

whether the statistics meet the highest standards of Code compliance,

including the value they add to public decisions and debate.

It is Health and Safety Executive’s responsibility to maintain compliance
with the standards expected by National Statistics. If we become
concerned about whether these statistics are still meeting the appropriate
standards, we will discuss any concerns with the Authority promptly.
National Statistics status can be removed at any point when the highest

standards are not maintained, and reinstated when standards are

restored.

An account of how the figures are used for statistical purposes can be found

at www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/sources.htm .

For information regarding the quality guidelines used for statistics within

HSE see www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/about/quality-guidelines.htm.

A revisions policy and log can be seen at

www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/about/revisions/ .

Additional data tables can be found at www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/tables/ .
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