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Whereas Member States' legislative systems covering safety and health at the

work place differ widely and need to be improved;

Whereas national provisions on the subject, which often include technical
specifications and/ or self-regulatory standards, may result in different levels
of safety and health protection and allow competition at the expense of safety
and health;

Whereas the incidence of accidents at work and occupational diseases is still
too high; whereas preventive measures must be introduced or improved
without delay in order to safeguard the safety and health of workers and

ensure a higher degree of protection;

Whereas, in order to ensure an improved degree of protection, workers and/
or their representatives must be informed of the risks to their safety and
health and of the measures required to reduce or eliminate these risks;

whereas they must also be in a position to contribute, by means of balanced
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participation in accordance with national laws and/ or practices, to seeing that

the necessary protective measures are taken;

Whereas information, dialogue and balanced participation on safety and
health at work must be developed between employers and workers and/or
their representatives by means of appropriate procedures and instruments, in

accordance with national laws and/ or practices;

Whereas the improvement of workers' safety, hygiene and health at work is
an objective which should not be subordinated to purely economic

considerations;

Whereas employers shall be obliged to keep themselves informed of the latest
advances in technology and scientific findings concerning workplace design,
account being taken of the inherent dangers in their undertaking, and to
inform accordingly the workers' representatives exercising participation
rights under this Directive, so as to be able to guarantee a better level of

protection of workers' health and safety;

Whereas the provisions of this Directive apply, without prejudice to more
stringent present or future Community provisions, to all risks, and in
particular to those arising from the use at work of chemical, physical and
biological agents covered by Directive 80/1107/EEC (1), as last amended by
Directive 88/642/EEC ;
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Whereas, pursuant to Decision 74/325/EEC, the Advisory Committee on
Safety, Hygiene and Health Protection at Work is consulted by the

Commission on the drafting of proposals in this field;

Whereas a Committee composed of members nominated by the Member
States needs to be set up to assist the Commission in making the technical

adaptations to the individual Directives provided for in this Directive.
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