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Overview

Hand and power tools are a common part of our everyday lives and are
present in nearly every industry. These tools help us to easily perform tasks
that otherwise would be difficult or impossible. However, these simple tools
can be hazardous and have the potential for causing severe injuries when
used or maintained improperly. Special attention toward hand and power
tool safety is necessary in order to reduce or eliminate these hazards.
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Standards

Hand and power tool hazards are addressed in specific OSHA standards for
general industry, maritime, and construction. This section highlights OSHA
standards and documents related to hand and power tools in the workplace.
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General Industry (29 CFR 1910)
—f& % (29 CFR 1910)

1910 Subpart P - Hand and
Portable Powered Tools
and Other Hand-Held
Equipment

1910 #1E8 P - FHRUES
A8 hIE, TOMDOFHFSE
AR

Related Information
BEEIEER (LI FRL, )

1910.241, Definitions.

1910.241. B,

Related Information

1910.242, Hand and portable powered tools and

equipment, general.

1910.242,. FHELX L VICEFT AN T ERUH . — i,

Related Information

1910.243, Guarding of portable powered tools.

1910.243. #EFHEB AW T EDHE

Related Information

1910.244, Other portable tools and equipment.
1910.244, T D DIEFHATE R U SR

Related Information




Maritime (29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)
¥#33(29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)

Maritime (29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)
#83(29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)

1915 Subpart H - Tools and
Related Equipment

1915 M5 H - TE R UEE
Has

Related Information
B &g (LI FRL, )

1915.131, General precautions.
1915.131, —MREVETEFH

Related Information

1915.132, Portable electric tools.
1915.132, #EFRAEHITE

Related Information

1915.133, Hand tools.
1915.133. F T &

Related Information

1915.134, Abrasive wheels.
1915.134, BREEHRA—IL

Related Information

1915.135, Powder actuated fastening tools.
1915.135, KEXFFHETE

Related Information

1915.136, Internal combustion engines, other than
ship's equipment.

1915.136. fiRftAFA#E s LS D AR5 B

Related Information

1917 Subpart C - Cargo
Handling Gear and
Equipment

1917 #88 C - EMEIRAE
B R U

1917.51, Hand tools.
1917.51. FIT &

Related Information




Maritime (29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)
¥#33(29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)

Maritime (29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)
#83(29 CFR 1915, 1917, 1918)

1915 Subpart H - Tools and
Related Equipment

1915 M5 H - TE R UEE
Has

1918 Subpart G
1918 #&R G

Related Information
B &g (LI FRL, )

1915.131, General precautions.
1915.131, —RREVEEEFRIE

Related Information

1915.132, Portable electric tools.
1915.132, #EFRAEHITE

Related Information

1915.133, Hand tools.
1915.133. F T &

Related Information

1915.134, Abrasive wheels.
1915.134, BEERA—IL

Related Information

1915.135, Powder actuated fastening tools.
1915.135, KEXFFHETE

Related Information

1915.136, Internal combustion engines, other than
ship's equipment.

1915.136. fiRftAFA#E s LS D AR5 B

Related Information

1918.69, Tools.

Related Information




Construction Industry (29 CFR 1926)

Construction Industry (29 CFR 1926)

Related Information

1926 Subpart I - Tools -
Hand and Power

1926.300, General requirements.

Related Information

1926.301, Hand tools.

Related Information

1926.302, Power-operated hand tools.

Related Information

1926.303, Abrasive wheels and tools.

Related Information

1926.304, Woodworking tools.

Related Information

1926.305, Jacks-lever and ratchet, screw, and hydraulic.

Related Information

1926.306, Air receivers.

Related Information

1926.307, Mechanical power-transmission apparatus.

Related Information

State Plan Standards

State Plans are OSHA-approved workplace safety and health
programs operated by individual states or U.S. territories. Most
State Plans cover both private sector and state and local
government workers throughout the state, while several cover only
state and local government workers. See a complete listing of

all State Plans. State Plans are required to have standards and
enforcement programs that are at least as effective as OSHA's and
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may have different or more stringent requirements. Explore
specific State Plan safety and health standards and regulations.
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Additional Letters of Interpretation
Note:

The letters in this list provide additional information that is not
necessarily connected to a specific OSHA standard highlighted on
this Safety and Health Topics page.
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e D'AX wheels are to be guarded as cutting saws (June 22, 1998).

e Use of insulated hand tools (July 30, 1996).

e Letter requesting interpretation of the OSHA electrical standards as
they apply to employees using insulated hand tools (May 20, 1996).

e The Canadian Standards Association, a nationally recognized testing

laboratory, marking and double insulated tools (September 01, 1995).

e Certification of manufactured products intended for use in the
workplace (December 14, 1994).

e All electric tools need to be tested by a qualified national testing
laboratory and be listed and labeled (January 28, 1994).

e Use of general protective equipment and tools by employees when
working near exposed energized conductors or circuit parts in the
workplace (December 27, 1991).
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e Marking recognition, regulations and policy of double insulated
power tools (November 08, 1985).

e Applicability of 1910.212(a)(3)(i) to Portable Pneumatic Powered
Fastener Tools (March 25, 1985).

e Clarification that a safety device to automatically cut off the flow of
compressed air applies only to pneumatic power tools (June 086,
1983).

e Pneumatic tools must be designed and used in accordance with good
engineering practices (April 08, 1982).

e C(Clarification of 1910.212 and 1910.242 as applying to hand-type
office paper cutters and sharp edged hand tools (September 15,
1976).
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Hazards and Solutions

Many workers are unaware of the potential hazards in their work
environment, which makes them more vulnerable to injury. The following
references aid in recognizing and controlling hand and power tool hazards in
the workplace.

e Small Business Safety and Health Handbook. OSHA Publication 2209,
(2024) [Espaiiol OSHA Publication 4261, (2024)]. Summarizes the
benefits of an effective safety and health program, provides self-
inspection checklists for employers to identify workplace hazards, and
reviews key workplace safety and health resources for small
businesses.

e Hand and Power Tools. OSHA Publication 3080, (Revised 2002).
Includes information on the dangers of hand and power tools and
safety precautions.

e Kasy Ergonomics: A Guide to Selecting Non-Powered Hand Tools.
Electronic Library of Construction Occupational Safety & Health
(elcosh), (2004).

e Hand/Power Tools. National Ag Safety Database (NASD). Links to
several informative documents covering machinery safety and
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hand/power tools.

Carbon Monoxide Hazards from Small Gasoline Powered Engines.
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
Workplace Safety and Health Topic.

NIOSH Numbered Publications: Hazard Controls. U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (DHHS), National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). Published series for wood
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o Control of Wood Dust from Horizontal Belt Sanders. o KFAN Y T =DDOABOTR, FUTHES 96121, (1996 )
Publication No. 96-121, (1996). . o WA T = =
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o Control of Wood Dust from Shapers. Publication No. 96-122, 0 VA SX=IEDOABLAOIR. TITHEE 96122, (1996 ) .
(1996). WA 1o P -
o Control of Wood Dust from Automated Routers. Publication | © H By =2 =B OAK LAOME, FITH#ES 96-123, (1996 ) .
No. 96-123, (1996).
Control of Wood Dust from Large Diameter Disc Sanders. P N . . .
° Publication NO. 96'124, (1996) (0] j(’f:lx:T A A 7 ‘H-?/& '—73) ﬁ_) 0)7'(*% D/L/@?fﬂﬁ%”o FIJ']’T%%H‘ 96'124\ (1996
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o Control of Wood Dust from Orbital Hand Sanders. Publication | 96-125. (1996 ) .
No. 96-126, (1996). o A—EXNLANL R Z—000KRE CAOMG, FIITHES 96-126,
(1996 4)
o Control of Wood Dust from Table Saws. Publication No. 96-127, | ¢ — 7 /L YV — 5 OKE UAO8H, FlATHE 2 96-127. (1996 4F) .
(1996).
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Small Business Safety and Health Handbook. OSHA Publication 2209,
(2024) [Espafiol OSHA Publication 4261, (2024)]. Summarizes the
benefits of an effective safety and health program, provides self-
inspection checklists for employers to identify workplace hazards, and
reviews key workplace safety and health resources for small
businesses.

OSHA Construction Industry Outreach Training Program. OSHA.
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