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U.S. Department of Labor Issues Memorandum Outlining Enforcement of

Silica Standard for General Industry and Maritime
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WASHINGTON, DC- The U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA) today issued a memorandum outlining

the initial enforcement of the standard for respirable crystalline silica in

general industry and maritime. Most provisions of the standard become

enforceable on June 23, 2018. The standard establishes a new 8-hour time-
weighted average permissible exposure limit, action level, and associated
ancillary requirements.

During the first 30 days of enforcement, OSHA will offer compliance

assistance for employers who make good faith efforts to comply with the new
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standard. OSHA intends to issue interim enforcement guidance until a
compliance directive on the new standards is finalized.

OSHA'’s Small Entity Compliance Guide for the Respirable Crystalline Silica

Standard for General Industry and Maritime discusses methods of

compliance, such as using engineering and work practice controls, assessing
exposure levels, respirator use, medical surveillance, and written exposure

plans.

Under the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, employers are
responsible for providing safe and healthful workplaces for their
employees. OSHA’s role is to ensure these conditions for America’s working
men and women by setting and enforcing standards, and providing training,

education and assistance. For more information, visit www.osha.gov.
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The Department's Reasonable Accommodation Resource Center converts
departmental information and documents into alternative formats, which
include Braille and large print. For alternative format requests, please contact
the Department at (202) 693-7828 (voice) or (800) 877-8339 (federal relay).
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Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary

SUBJECT-

Enforcement Launch for the Respirable Crystalline Silica Standard in
General Industry and Maritime, 29 CFR § 1910.1053

Most provisions of the Respirable Crystalline Silica standard for general
industry and maritime, 29 CFR § 1910.1053, become enforceable on June 23,
2018. The standard establishes a new 8-hour time-weighted average (TWA)
permissible exposure limit (PEL) of 50 pg/ni, an action level (AL) of 25 pg/m,

and associated ancillary requirements.

During the first 30 days of enforcement, OSHA will assist employers that are
making good faith efforts to meet the new standard's requirements. If upon
inspection, it appears an employer is not making any efforts to comply,
compliance officers should conduct air monitoring in accordance with Agency
procedures, and consider citations for non-compliance with any applicable
sections of the new standard. Any proposed citations related to inspections
conducted in this 30-day time period will require National Office review prior

to 1ssuance.

Additionally, to ensure effective implementation and uniform enforcement of

the new standard, OSHA has developed interim inspection and citation
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guidance to be released in the coming weeks. Regional offices are advised to | & L T\ 5, EXFHGEATL., ZOH =722 U HAOKITIZET W bE
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regarding enforcement of the new silica rule. £




