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The standard that gave workers the right to know, now gives

them the right to understand.

The Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) is now aligned with
the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling
of Chemicals (GHS). This update to the Hazard Communication
Standard (HCS) will provide a common and coherent approach to
classifying chemicals and communicating hazard information on
labels and safety data sheets. This update will also help reduce
trade barriers and result in productivity improvements for
American businesses that regularly handle, store, and use
hazardous chemicals while providing cost savings for American
businesses that periodically update safety data sheets and labels

for chemicals covered under the hazard communication standard.
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Hazard Communication Standard

In order to ensure chemical safety in the workplace,
information about the identities and hazards of the chemicals
must be available and understandable to workers. OSHA's
Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) requires the

development and dissemination of such information:

* Chemical manufacturers and importers are required to
evaluate the hazards of the chemicals they produce or
import, and prepare labels and safety data sheets to
convey the hazard information to their downstream
customers;

* All employers with hazardous chemicals in their
workplaces must have labels and safety data sheets for
their exposed workers, and train them to handle the

chemicals appropriately.
Major changes to the Hazard Communication Standard

» Hazard classification: Provides specific criteria for
classification of health and physical hazards, as well as
classification of mixtures.

» Labels: Chemical manufacturers and importers will be
required to provide a label that includes a harmonized

signal word, pictogram, and hazard statement for each
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hazard class and category. Precautionary statements

must also be provided. s RET—Hv—b: 1687 varDOTxr—<y FRHFEES
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data sheets format to facilitate recognition and

understanding.
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New appendixes in the 2012 version are: F) Risk Assessment;

I) Procurement; J) Contractor Safety and Health; M) Management
of Change; N) Management System Standard Comparison. While
the appendixes are not part of the standard, they can be helpful to

those with implementation responsibility.
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Welcome to OSHA's Fall Prevention Campaign
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FALLS ARE THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH IN CONSTRUCTION. In
2020, there were 351 fatal falls to a lower level out of 1,008 construction
fatalities (BLS data). These deaths are preventable.

Since 2012, OSHA has partnered with the National Institute for Occupational
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Safety and Health and National Occupational Research Agenda (NORA) -
Construction Sector on the Fall Prevention Campaign to raise awareness
among workers and employers about common fall hazards in construction, and

how falls from ladders, scaffolds and roofs can be prevented.

PLAN ahead to get the job done safely

When working from heights, employers must plan projects to ensure that the
job is done safely. Begin by deciding how the job will be done, what tasks will
be involved, and what safety equipment may be needed to complete each task.
When estimating the cost of a job, employers should include safety equipment,
and plan to have all the necessary equipment and tools available at the
construction site. For example, in a roofing job, think about all of the different
fall hazards, such as holes or skylights and leading edges, then plan and select
fall protection suitable to that work, such as personal fall arrest systems
(PFAS).

PROVIDE the right equipment

Workers who are six feet or more above lower levels are at risk for serious
injury or death if they should fall. To protect these workers, employers must
provide fall protection and the right equipment for the job, including the right
kinds of ladders, scaffolds, and safety gear.

Use the right ladder or scaffold to get the job done safely. For roof work, if
workers use personal fall arrest systems (PFAS), provide a harness for each
worker who needs to tie off to the anchor. Make sure the PFAS fits, and

regularly inspect it for safe use.
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TRAIN everyone to use the equipment safely
Every worker should be trained on proper set-up and safe use of equipment
they use on the job. Employers must train workers in recognizing hazards on

the job. See educational materials and resources page for posters, factsheets,

and other training materials.

BRPE2HERTIbIc, 2B2IFET 5,

FTRTOFMHE L, HFCHERT DR U 22 & & OV 7 IEIC D
WCHlFRZ 32T 5 B H O £, AT, FEEIMEE LR a2 iR
L7200 EZ T SHERTNUERY FHA, RAX— 777 by —h, 2O
o b L —=0 ZERHZOW T, B R OERIFEOR—U% ZHTES 0,

See educational materials and resources page for posters, factsheets, and

other training materials.
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