Calculation of fatal injury rates

Changes in the size of the workforce will impact on the number of fatalities
in any one year. Therefore, when making any comparisons such as: a
year-to-year basis; or between one sector or region and another; or between
fatal and non-fatal injuries; it is important to look at the rate of fatal injury
per unit of employee, self-employed or worker, as appropriate. This is
derived from the numerator (the count of fatal injuries) divided by the
denominator (the estimated employment using figures from the Office for
National Statistics).

This is then multiplied by a factor of 100,000. This is a standardised method

as used across all EU states and wider.
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Statistics for workplace fatal injuries — 2015/16 and
previous years

Figures by main industry sector

Tables 1 - 4 below provide the latest provisional information for fatal

injuries in 2015/16, and compare these data with the previous five-year
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average (2010/11 to 2014/15).

Note of caution — when making comparisons

between industries or across years, the number of fatalities in some

industries is relatively small, hence susceptible to considerable variation.

For main industry sectors in 2015/16:

There were 27 fatal injuries to workers in agriculture, lower than the
five year average of 32. The rate of fatal injury in 2015/16 is 7.73,
compared to the five-year average rate of 9.40.

In mining and quarrying two workers were killed, compared to an
average of four deaths for the previous five years.
There were 27 fatal injuries to workers in manufacturing, 23% higher
than the five-year average (22). The latest rate of fatal injury is 0.92,
compared to an average rate of 0.79 over the previous five years. Within
the latest year, there were three incidents in this sector resulting in
eight deaths, see section ‘longer-term trends’ for details.
There were six fatal injuries to workers in waste and recycling,
compared to the five-year average (7) but subject to considerable yearly
fluctuations. The latest rate is 5.71 deaths per 100,000 compared to
the five-year average of 5.59.
There were 43 fatal injuries to workers in construction, the same as the

five year average of 43. The latest rate of fatal injury is 1.94 per 100,000

workers, compared to a five-year average of 2.04.
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There were 37 fatal injuries to workers in services, 18% lower than the
average for the past five years (45). The latest rate of 0.15 deaths
compares to the five-year average rate of 0.19.

There were 103 members of the public fatally injured in accidents
connected to work in 2015/16. Of these deaths, 36 (35%) related to
incidents occurring on railways (See the technical note for the effects on

the statistics following recent changes to (a) railways suicide reporting,

and (b) the role of the Care Quality Commission).

® Y—ERETIINHOFBEDECTFLNDH Y | WE b FEH DFL (45

) L0 b 18%Dipinolc, FHLUHFMIEARIL, 0.15 T, bk 5 EM D
W OFEAREHW T H L 0.19 Th D,

2015/16 (2i%, 1F¥E L BE T 5 —RAROET FLN 103 Fb -7, =
NHOFTHEEIZOWTIEL, 2D 36 £ (35%) NEHEICHET L H D
Thotz, (@) #EHFZHRE. (b) the Care Quality Commission
(BIHORED LBV, ) OERENZHSOWTORIITDEE 2 E 2 - Hat

BRF~ DI D EZZ RO Z &, )

10




Table 1: Number of fatal injuries by main industry - 2015/16p

Members
Workers' of the
public

Total fatal
injuries

Self

Main Industry SIC 2007 (Section) ~ Employee 000

Agriculture (A)

Mining and Quarrying (B)
Manufacturing (C)

Gas, electricity and water supply:

sewerage, waste and recycling (D,Ez)

- of which waste and recycling (SIC38)
Construction (F)3

Services (G-U)

All Industries (A-U)

p = Provisional
! The term 'workers' covers em ployees and the self-employed combined.

? Figures for SIC Division 38 'waste collection etc. are also included in the overall figures for the combined Sections D and E.
® The figure for construction for the latest year currently includes the one confirmed death relating to the incident at Didcot, and in line
with established statistics procedures will be updated when further details are confirmed.
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Table 2: Rate of fatal injuries (per 100,000 employees or self-employed)
by main industry - 2015/16p

Self
employed
Agriculture (A) 5.92 9.41 7.73
Mining and Quarrying (B) s i i
Manufacturing (C) 0.93 0.86 0.92
Gas, electricity and water supply:
sewerage, waste and recycling (D,E?)

- of which waste and recycling (SIC38) 5.95 .. 5.71
Construction(F) RS 1.78 1.94
Services (G-U) 0.15 0.11 0.15
All Industries (A-U) 0.40 0.79 0.46

Main Industry SIC 2007 (Section) Employee Workers'

p = Provisional

' The term 'workers' covers employees and the self-employed combined.

2 Figures for SIC Division 38 'waste collection etc. are also included in the overall figures for the combined Sections D and E.
. . Rate not calculated as the employment estimates are small or potentially unreliable
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Table 3: Number® of fatal injuries by main industry, averaged from
2010/11 to 2014/15

Note: The finalised figures for 2014/15 are shown in brackets.

Self MOADors Total fatal
Main Industry SIC 2007 (Section) Employees of the injuries

employed public
Agriculture (A)
Mining and Quarrying (B)
Manufacturing (C)

Gas, electricity and water supply:
sewerage, waste and recycling (D,E2)

- of which waste and recycling (SIC38)
Construction (F)

Services (G-U)

All Industries (A-U)

p = Provisional
' The term 'workers' covers employees and the self-employed combined.

2 Figures for SIC Division 38 'waste collection etc. are also included in the overall figures for the combined Sections D and E.

® The figures for services include railway incidents reported to the Office of Rail and Road (ORR), for member of the public figures, the
yearly average of 309 becomes 75 if railway-related incidents are excluded, and the 2014/15 figure of 111 becomes 86. See the
technical note for a change in railways suicide reporting and the effect on the statistics.

* Individual numbers are rounded and may not therefore sum to the subtotals or totals.
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Table 4: Rate of fatal injuries by main industry, averaged from
2010/11 to 2014/15

Note: The finalised rates for 2014/15 are shown in brackets.

Main Industry SIC 2007 (Section) Employees

Agriculture (A) 715

Mining and Quarrying (B)

Manufacturing (C) 0.74

Gas, electricity and water supply:

sewerage, waste and recycling (D,Ez)

- of which waste and recycling (SIC38) 4.98

Construction (F) 2.15

Services (G-U) 0.17

All Industries (A-U) 0.41

Self employed Workers'
(7.47) 11.40 (10.14) 9.40 (8.85)
(0.56) 147 (1.42) 0.79 (0.62)
(3.66) .o 5.59 (4.33)
(1.86) 1.87 (1.28) 2.04 (1.63)
(0.18) 0.30 (0.31) 0.19 (0.20)
(0.37) 1.11 (0.93) 0.52 (0.46)

' The term 'workers' covers employees and the self-employed combined.

? Figures for SIC Division 38 'waste collection etc. are also included in the overall figures for the combined Sections D and E.

. . Rate not calculated as the employment estimates are small or potentially unreliable
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