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For lead and cobalt, two hazardous substances frequently used in renewable
energy technologies and in battery production, new scientific data indicates

that limit values should be reviewed or, in case of cobalt, established.
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The Commission will-
® Propose protective limit values on:

o lead and diisocyanates in the Chemical Agents Directive46 in 2022;
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Priority will be given to updating and expanding the protection of workers
exposed to reprotoxic substances, in line with demands by the European
Parliament. Reprotoxicants can have two groups of different effects: (i)

effects on sexual function and fertility; and (i) effects on the development of
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the foetus or offspring. These are serious health risks, and they can lead to
spontaneous abortion, stillbirth, or impaired cognitive development of the
conceived children. According to a worst-case-scenario estimate, reprotoxic
substances may be the cause of up to 1 274 new cases of reproductive ill
health each year, leading to an economic cost of EUR 381 million per year.
Lead is the largest contributor to diseases from reprotoxic substances58. The
upcoming proposal for stricter binding limit values on lead will therefore be a

major step forward in addressing reprotoxic substances.
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Priority will be given to updating and expanding the protection of workers
exposed to reprotoxic substances, in line with demands by the European
Parliament. Reprotoxicants can have two groups of different effects: (i)
effects on sexual function and fertility; and (ii) effects on the development of
the foetus or offspring. These are serious health risks, and they can lead to
spontaneous abortion, stillbirth, or impaired cognitive development of the
conceived children. According to a worst-case-scenario estimate, reprotoxic
substances may be the cause of up to 1 274 new cases of reproductive ill
health each year, leading to an economic cost of EUR 381 million per year.
Lead is the largest contributor to diseases from reprotoxic substances58. The
upcoming proposal for stricter binding limit values on lead will therefore be a

major step forward in addressing reprotoxic substances.
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