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NATIONAL CENSUS OF FATAL OCCUPATIONAL INJURIES
IN 2022

2022 FRXTCHBEEDOLERE

There were 5,486 fatal work injuries recorded in the United States
in 2022, a 5.7-percent increase from 5,190 in 2021, the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics reported today. (See chart 1 and table 1.)

The fatal work injury rate was 3.7 fatalities per 100,000 full-time
equivalent (FTE) workers, up from 3.6 per 100,000 FTE in 2021.
(See chart 2.) These data are from the Census of Fatal Occupational
Injuries (CFOI).
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Chart 1. Number of fatal work injuries, 2013-22
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Chart 2. Fatal work injury rate per 100,000 FTE workers, 2013-22
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Key findings from the 2022 Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries

® A worker died every 96 minutes from a work-related injury in
2022 compared to 101 minutes in 2021.

® Fatalities due to violence and other injuries by persons or
animals increased 11.6 percent to 849 in 2022, compared to 761
in 2021. Homicides accounted for 61.7 percent of these fatalities,
with 524 deaths, an 8.9-percent increase from 2021.

® Unintentional overdoses increased 13.1 percent to a series high
of 525 fatalities in 2022, up from 464 in 2021, continuing a trend
of annual increases since 2012.

® Workers in transportation and material moving occupations
experienced 1,620 fatal work injuries in 2022 and represented
the occupational group with the most fatalities. The next highest
was construction and extraction workers with 1,056 fatalities,
an 11.0-percent increase from 2021.

® Transportation incidents remained the most frequent type of
fatal event accounting for 37.7 percent of all occupational
fatalities. There were 2,066 fatal injuries from transportation
incidents in 2022, a 4.2-percent increase from 1,982 in 2021.
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Worker characteristics
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® The fatal injury rate for Black or African American workers and
for Hispanic or Latino workers increased from 2021 to 2022 with
rates up from 4.0 to 4.2 and 4.5 to 4.6 per 100,000 FTE workers,
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respectively.
The rates for these groups were both higher than the all-worker
rate of 3.7.
Transportation incidents were the highest cause of fatalities
within both groups, with 278 for Black or African American
workers and 439 for Hispanic or Latino workers.
The second highest cause of fatalities to Black or African
American workers was injuries due to violence and other
injuries by persons or animals (199), while for Hispanic or
Latino workers it was falls, slips, or trips (286).
Foreign-born Hispanic or Latino workers accounted for 63.5
percent (792) of total Hispanic or Latino worker fatalities
(1,248). Fatalities in the construction industry accounted for
316 of the 792 foreign-born Hispanic or Latino worker deaths
in 2022.
Black or African American fatalities accounted for 13.4 percent
(734) of all fatalities in 2022 but represented 33.4 percent (175)
of fatalities from homicides.
Similarly, women made up 8.1 percent (445) of all workplace
fatalities but accounted for 15.3 percent (80) of homicides in
2022.
Workers in the 55 to 64 age group continued to have the highest
number of fatalities in 2022 with 1,175 (21.4 percent of total
fatalities), up from 1,140 in 2021. Transportation incidents were
the highest cause of fatalities for this age group (455), followed
by falls, slips, and trips (251).
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Fatal event or exposure
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® Despite consecutive increases in 2021 and 2022, transportation
incidents were still down 2.6 percent from pre-pandemic levels
in 2019 when there were 2,122 fatalities. (See chart 3.)

® Roadway incidents involving motorized land vehicles increased
9.3 percent between 2021 and 2022, leading to a series high of
1,369 fatalities. Pedestrian vehicular incidents were down 3.6
percent in 2022 with 325 fatalities, which i1s the lowest number
of fatalities since 2018.

® Suicides increased 13.1 percent to 267 fatalities in 2022. This
followed consecutive decreases in both 2020 and 2021.

® Exposure to harmful substances or environments increased 5.1
percent in 2022 and led to 839 worker fatalities.
This increase was largely due to the increase in unintentional
overdoses which accounted for over 60 percent of fatalities in
this category.

® Fatalities due to exposure to temperature extremes increased
18.6 percent in 2022, rising to 51 from 43 in 2021. Fatalities
specifically due to environmental heat were 43 in 2022, up from
36 in 2021.

® Almost a quarter (24.6 percent) of fatalities due to homicides
occurred while a worker was tending a retail establishment or
waiting on customers.

® Fatalities due to contact with objects and equipment increased
4.7 percent from 705 fatalities in 2021 to 738 in 2022. This is the
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highest count for this event category since 2018. Machinery was
the source of 199 fatalities within this category.

Work-related fatalities due to falls, slips, and trips increased 1.8
percent in 2022, resulting in 865 fatalities, up from 850 in 2021.
Most fatalities in this category (80.9 percent) were due to falls to
lower levels, which had 700 fatalities in 2022. This was a 2.9-

percent increase from 680 fatalities in 2021.
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Chart 3. Fatal work injuries by major event or exposure, 2018-22
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Occupation

e

® With a rate of 14.6 fatalities per 100,000 FTE workers,
transportation and material moving occupations had the most
fatalities in 2022 (1,620), up from 1,523 in 2021. The increase
was due to fatalities to driver/sales workers and truck drivers
increasing by 8.0 percent, from 1,032 fatalities in 2021 to 1,115
in 2022.

Workers in construction and extraction occupations had the
second most fatalities (1,056) in 2022 compared to other
occupation groups. Falls, slips, or trips were the events
precipitating 423 of these fatalities. The fatality rate for this
occupation group increased from 12.3 deaths per 100,000 FTE
workers in 2021 to 13.0 in 2022.

Fatalities among protective service occupations increased 10.9
percent in 2022, rising to 335 from 302 in 2021.

The rate for this occupational group increased to 10.2 fatalities
per 100,000 FTE workers in 2022, up from 9.4 in 2021.
Homicides (121) and suicides (17) accounted for 41.2 percent of
these fatalities.

The number and rate of fatalities for installation, maintenance,
and repair occupations decreased in 2022. The total fatalities
decreased to 431 in 2022 from 475 in 2021 and the rate
decreased to 8.8 fatalities per 100,000 FTE workers from 9.7 in
2021. Work fatalities among building and grounds cleaning and

maintenance workers also decreased in 2022 to 352 from 356 in
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2021. The 2022 rate was 7.4 and in 2021 it was 7.6.

® Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations had the highest
fatality rate (23.5 fatalities per 100,000 FTE workers) of all
occupational groups in 2022, up from 20.0 in 2021.

Fatal injury counts and rates by occupation, industry, and worker
demographics are available at

www.bls.gov/iif/fatal-injuries-tables.htm.
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Chart 4. Fatal work injury rates per 100,000 full-time equivalent workers by selected occupational groups, 2020-22
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TECHNICAL NOTES BT RE
Background TR

The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI), part of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics (BLS) Occupational Safety and Health Statistics (OSHS) program,
is a count of all fatalities resulting from workplace injuries occurring in the
U.S. during the calendar year. The CFOI uses a variety of state, federal, and
independent data sources to identify, verify, and describe fatal work injuries.
This ensures counts are as complete and accurate as possible. For the 2022
data, over 27,200 unique source documents were reviewed as part of the data
collection process. For technical information and definitions for the CFOI, see
the BLS Handbook of Methods the BLS
www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/home.htm CFOI

www.bls.gov/iif/definitions/occupational-safety-and-health-definitions.htm.

on website at

and the definitions at
Fatal injury rates are subject to sampling error as they are calculated using
employment data from the Current Population Survey, a sample of
households, and the BLS Local Area Unemployment Statistics. For more
information on  sampling www.bls.gov/iif/additional-

error, see

resources/reliability-of-estimates.htm.

The Survey of Occupational Injuries and Illnesses (SOII), another component
of the OSHS program, presents frequency counts and incidence rates by
industry, detailed case circumstances, and worker characteristics for nonfatal
workplace injuries and illnesses for cases that result in days away from work
and days of job transfer or restriction. For these data, access the BLS website:

www.bls.gov/iif.
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Identification and verification of work-related fatalities

In 2022, work relationship could not be independently verified by multiple
source documents for 32 fatal work injuries. However, the information on the
initiating source document for these cases was sufficient to determine that the

incident was likely to be job-related. Data for these fatalities are included.

Federal/State agency coverage

The CFOI includes data for all fatal work injuries, some of which may be
outside the scope of other agencies or regulatory coverage. Comparisons
between CFOI counts and those released by other agencies should account for
the different coverage requirements and definitions used by each agency. For
more information on the scope of CFOI, see www.bls.gov/iif/overview/cfoi-

scope.htm and www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/concepts.htm.
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Federal/State agency coverage

The CFOI includes data for all fatal work injuries, some of which may be
outside the scope of other agencies or regulatory coverage. Comparisons
between CFOI counts and those released by other agencies should account for
the different coverage requirements and definitions used by each agency. For
more information on the scope of CFOI, see www.bls.gov/iif/overview/cfoi-

scope.htm and www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoi/concepts.htm.
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Latency Cases

Latent fatal occupational injury cases occur when the date of injury differs
from the date of death. In some cases, the death occurs in a different year than
the occupational injury and are known as cross-year latent cases. In 2022,

there were 186 cases where this occurred, and 157 of these latent cases
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occurred more than 30 days prior to the start of 2022. For more information

on latent cases, see www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-10/latency-in-fatal-

occupational-injuries.htm.

www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-10/latency-in-fatal-occupational-injuries.htm
RO &,

CFOI Methodology

Starting with the reference year 2019, CFOI modernized its disclosure
methodology further strengthening its protection of confidential data.
Individually identifiable data collected by the CFOI are used exclusively for
statistical purposes and are protected under the Confidential Information
Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 (CIPSEA). These data are
collected under a pledge of confidentiality and therefore require BLS to
prevent disclosure of identifying information of decedents. For more

information see www.bls.gov/iif/questions-and-answers.htm.
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic and the Census of Fatal Occupational
Injuries

CFOI reports fatal workplace injuries only. These may include fatal workplace
injuries complicated by an illness such as COVID-19. Fatal workplace
illnesses not precipitated by an injury are not in scope for CFOI. CFOI does
not report any illness related information, including COVID-19. Additional
information 1s available at www.bls.gov/covidl9/effects-of-covid-19-on-
workplace-injuries-and-illnesses-compensation-and-occupational-

requirements.htm.
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If you are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, please dial 7-1-1

to access telecommunications relay services.
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Table 1. Fatal occupational injuries by selected demographic characteristics,

2018-22
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Table 2. Fatal occupational injuries for selected events or exposures, 2018-22

# 2. BIR SN T-FHROTIEBRA~DIZ L BRNZ SO\ T DI 57 #EE. 2018
~292 4

Table 3. Fatal occupational injuries for selected occupations, 2018-22
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Table 4: Fatal work injury rates per 100,000 full-time equivalent workers by

selected occupations, 2020-22
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Table 4: Fatal work injury rates’ per 100,000 full-time equivalent workers by selected occupations, 2020-22

Characteristic 2020 2021 2022
All workers® 3.4 3.6 3.7
Occupation I:SDC]3
Farming, fishing, and forestry 25.3 20.0 23.5
Transportation and material moving 13.1 14.4 14.6
Construction and extraction 13.5 12.3 13.0
Protective Service 7.1 9.4 10.2
Installation, maintenance, and repair 8.6 9.7 8.8
Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance 7.2 7.6 7.4

! Fatal injury rates are per 100,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) workers. Fatal injury rates exclude workers under the age of 16 years, volunteers, and resident military. Complete
national rates can be found at www.bls.gov/iif ffatal-injuries-tables. htrm#rates. Complete state rates can be found at www.bls.gov/iif/state-data.htm. National and state rates are
calculated using different methodeology and cannot be directly compared. See www.bls.gov/opub/hom/cfoifcalculation. htm#comparisons-of-national-and-state-rates for more

information on how rates are calculated and caveats for comparison. NfA means a rate was not published for this group.

* The Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries (CFOI) has published data on fatal occupational injuries for the United States since 1992. During this time, the classification systems and

definitions of many data elements have changed. See the CFOI Definitions page (www.bls.gov/iif/definitions fcensus-of-fatal-occupational-injuries-definitions.htm) for a more

detailed description of each data element.

* CFOI has used several versions of the Standard Occupation Classification (SOC) system since 2003 to define occupation. For complete information on the version of SOC used in
these years, see our definitions page at https://www.bls.gov/iif/definitions/census-of-fatal-occupational-injuries-definitions.htm. Cases where occupation is unknown are included

in the total.

Mote: Data for all years are revised and final. Totals for major categories may include subcategories not shown separately. Dashes indicate no data reported or data that do not
meet publication criteria. N.e.c. means "not elsewhere classified." CFOI fatal injury counts exclude iliness-related deaths unless precipitated by an injury event.

Source: U5, Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, in cooperation with state, New York City, District of Columbia, and federal agencies, Census of Fatal Cccupational

Injuries
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